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Pastor Sandy’s Office hours

Wednesdays and Fridays
11:00 am - 3:00 pm

Sundays
10:15 am Worship in person

and via Zoom

Tuesday May Sth
7 pm Deacon’s Meeting via
Zoom

Sunday May 10th
Mother’s Day

Sunday May 17th
Mug Dump

Tuesday May 19th
7 pm Board Meeting via

Zoom

Monday May 25th
Memorial Day

Tuesday May 26th
Newsletter Deadline

Beavercreek Church of the Brethren

Listening to God, we celebrate, include and serve all..

Pastor’s Desk for May 2026
Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ,

It could be said that things happening now in our country continue to go
against the grain of Brethren values - our Christian values. The path of
loving each other, loving neighbor as self, and living the example of Jesus
is down right tough. To address the elephant in the room, let us remind
ourselves that within the current negativity, injustice, and cruelty, it is our
call as Christians to resist anything that goes against the life and
teachings of Jesus Christ. We do this by treating others with compassion,
put away prejudice and judgement, and pray for the grace of God to
change hearts of stone.

Jesus lived through times such as these. He preached the message of
hope and love, grace and mercy. Resistance begins with Jesus. Read his
words. Seek understanding in all things. His presence in our lives
continues to be the steadfast strength we need as we trudge through
these days of uncertainty. Please don'’t allow yourself to be consumed by
anger and fear. Seek Christ in all things. Follow the example of Jesus.
Continue to resist all that goes against the teachings of Jesus by
continuing to serve others. Be peaceful and reach out to others in the
community when things get too tough. We are here for each other.

Blessings,
Pastor Sandy

Scriptures and messages

May 3 Brethren Disaster Ministries Sunday

May 10 (Mother's Day) Psalm 66:8-9,16-20 / Acts 17:22-31/
Looking for Truth.

May 17 Psalm 47 /| Ephesians 1:15-23 / Powerful Intervention of Prayer.

May 24 Psalm 104:31-34 / 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 / Holy Spirit Touches
Everyone.

May 31 Psalm 34:1-5/ Matthew 28:16-20 / Seek the Lord in All You Do.
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You are invited to Beavercreek Church of the Brethren Sunday, May 3rd. Worship
will begin at 10:15 a.m. (Come early and enjoy coffee in the gathering area and
fellowship with friends). Burt and Helen Wolf will be with us from Brethren Disaster
Ministries. They will be sharing stories of how BDM has helped people rebuild their
lives after loss from natural disasters. After worship we will gather at Brethren Hall to
assemble hygiene Kits that will be taken to those in need over the coming months.
We need many hands to do God's work! FYI - last year we put together over 600 kits!
Let's make it more this year! We have so many who worship with us on Zoom each
week, and that’s a wonderful blessing! However, | encourage you to come in-person
on Sunday May 3rd to this important event in the life of the church. Should you need
transportation, please email jmozart40@aol.com. We will make sure you have a ride.




Boardwalk
Recap of board minutes from April 21, 2026

Pastor Sandy’s report:

Eagle Scout Project — A young lady has selected our Peace Garden for her Eagle Scout project.
A new Peace Pole has been ordered and will arrive soon. We should be hearing about her
exact plans for the Peace Garden at the next board meeting. She would like to begin work this
summer.

Brethren Disaster Ministries Sunday is May 3rd .

Burt and Helen Wolf will arrive at 9:00 A.M. and we will set up Brethren Hall tables and unload
the supplies to assemble hygiene kits. The Wolf's will make a presentation during worship
service describing BDM work and how far reaching these hygiene kits go throughout the world
after disasters strike. Also, we will learn about other BDM efforts. After worship service we will
assemble the kits. Last year we assembled over 600 kits. The kits contain washcloths, soap,
toothbrush, toothpaste, comb and Band-Aids. This is a big service project for our church. Many
hands will be needed.

Scout merit badge about military service.

Pastor Sandy and Lowell Hartman met with Scout leaders about this subject. The Scout leaders
are also very much concerned, as they always try to promote peaceful alternatives. This merit
badge has not been required as yet, and the Scouts and our church agree on this issue.

Trustees report by Ed Petry:

Thanks to a Scout leader who is a contractor, all three doors in Brethren Hall are scheduled to
be replaced. All three doors are commercial steel doors. The work includes replacement of the
hardware and trim. The cost is much less than other estimates that were gathered previously on
our own.

Clean-up of church flower beds:

Ed is planning to contact the same young man as last year who worked to clean up the many
flower beds around the church grounds. Lowell Hartman reported that a Scout workday will be
Monday, April 27th . They will be cleaning up some overgrown shrubs and branches around the
church property.

Sylvia Hess has introduced the idea of “A Day to Give Away.” After seeing an article in the
Messenger about how the Lafayette Church of the Brethren in Indiana held an event like this,
she is proposing that we give it a try here at Beavercreek COB. It is like a garage sale, only no
cost at all for the items. It is a way to reach out to our community and help our neighbors with
household items that we no longer have need for. Also, it would be an outreach to our
neighborhood that we are a church that serves.

A planning meeting will be coming soon.



A Conversation with the Scouts Concerning New Merit Badge

A concern from a member of the congregation was brought to the church’s attention concerning a
newspaper article in the Dayton Daily News about a new merit badge that would replace a current
badge. This new badge, called Military Service & Veterans Merit Badge would replace one that is
called Citizenship in Society Merit Badge. To address this concern a letter was drafted and sent to
the scout leadership. A meeting was held in April with Lowell Hartman, Pastor Sandy, and two of
the scout leaders to discuss and address concerns. Below is the initial letter from the church. The
written information from the Scout leadership follows:

To: Scout Leadership From:
Reverend Sandra Jenkins / Beavercreek Church of the Brethren Church Board
Concerning: Military Service & Veterans Merit Badge

To all scout leadership,

It is our understanding that the Military Service & Veterans Merit Badge will replace the current Citizenship
in Society Merit Badge (currently no longer available as of February 2026). We, of the Beavercreek Church
Brethren, our district, and denomination hold fast to our core belief that peaceful Godly service to all people
1s utmost. We take issue with the current federal administration’s newly named Department of War (the
Department of Defense) to pressure and impose Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth’s "key reforms" on our
youth, especially as the department does not take into account military service alternatives that focus on
peace practice humanitarianism (. . . after previous concerns regarding diversity, equity and inclusion (DEI),
religion, and “cultural changes” that included combining Boy and Girl Scouts).[1]

The Church of the Brethren being one of the three peace churches (which includes the Quakers
and Mennonites), will not participate or have our name associated with the education and/or
activities that will further an ethos of the current administration or anything that goes against our
core beliefs:

The Church of the Brethren regards with sorrow and deep concern our nation’s increasing
movement toward a permanently militaristic outlook. Two devastating world wars, the conflict in
Korea, the Vietnam War, and the many international crises of recent decades have produced an
alarming change in American attitudes toward war and peace. The American public may come to
accept as normal and inevitable the prospect that the nation must be prepared to go to war at any
moment, that every young man and woman must spend time in military service, that an
overwhelming share of our Federal taxes must be devoted to military needs, and that this country
must always be willing to assume the military burdens of weaker allies, actual or potential. Because
of our complete dissent from these assumptions, the Church of the Brethren desires again, as at
other times in its history, to declare its convictions about war and peace, military service and
conscription, the use of tax money for military purposes, the right of Christian conscience, and the
responsibility of Christian citizenship./2]



The official position of the Church of the Brethren is that all war is sin and that we seek the right of
conscientious objection to all war. While the decision to join the military is personal to each individual, the
education of such choice must be coupled with peaceful alternatives to military service. We understand
that an individual may choose a military path. We, of course, continue to hold all of our active military,
their families, and veterans in constant prayer and grace.

With this stated and to address our concern, should the scout leadership plan to promote this new merit
badge as defined by the current federal administration’s ethos, we respectfully direct that all education
and activities required for this merit badge be done off church property. The presentation of this merit
badge to a scout must be done off church property as well. We as a church, appreciating the treasured
partnership we have with the scouts, continue to encourage the scout leadership to include educating
their youth on the alternatives to military service and peaceful ways of humanitarian service to others.

Respectfully,

Reverend Sandra Jenkins / Beavercreek Church of the Brethren Church Board

[1] Military.com, Military News / Hegseth, DoD Reach Agreement with Scouting America on These 'Key Reforms'.

[2] Statement on Position and Practices of the Church of the Brethren in Relation to War / Brethren.org / Annual Conference Statements.
written response of the Scout leadership:

Thank you for your letter, and | will be sure to share it with the rest of the committee. We
absolutely understand your position and the concerns that you have expressed in the letter,
and take these concerns seriously. We are more than happy to discuss these with you in
early April.

Before we meet, | did want to make a clarification to the statement "...Military Service &
Veterans Merit Badge that replaces the current Citizenship in Society Merit Badge." Scouting
America has executed 2 separate, but related, actions:

1) Scouting America discontinued the Citizenship in Society merit badge, reducing the
Eagle-required merit badges from 14 to 13 merit badges. The scouts still have to earn 21
total merit badges to qualify for Eagle Scout, with one additional elective merit badge added
to reach 21 total.

2) Scouting America introduced a Military Service & Veterans badge, which is currently in a
test phase. In October 2026, votes will be tallied from scouts voting for or against this
becoming a full merit badge, and scouts can also suggest changes to make the merit badge
more engaging. If this badge does transition into becoming a full merit badge, it will be an
elective, optional merit badge (similar to the 200+ other merit badges in scouting) and will
NOT be required for Eagle Scout.



| hope this clarifies the actions Scouting America has taken -- this new Military Service &
Veterans badge, should it be approved as a merit badge, will not replace the Citizenship in
Society merit badge as a mandatory requirement for Eagle Scout.

Thank you again for taking the time to write this letter, and please let us know if you have any
questions.

The results of our interactions and communication:

Our relationship with the scouts and their leadership is utmost important and the in-person conversation
concerning this was fruitful and educational for all of us. As we stand by our convictions and seek God in
all peaceful conversations, may we continue to be respectful with each other now and into the future.

Amish Butter Cookies

Only 4 ingredients! No mixer required!
2 4 cups whole wheat flour

Ya cup sugar

14 tablespoons cold unsalted butter (leave out 30 minutes to soften slightly)
1 teaspoon vanilla extract

Mix everything together with your hands in a bowl. Move onto the counter and knead
until smooth.

Take a tablespoon sized portion and roll into a ball. Flatten slightly.

Roll one side in sugar and press gently.

Place on a baking sheet, lined with parchment paper.

For a pretty pattern on top, use a glass and indent the dough slightly on the tops
about

5 times.

You will get about 18 cookies.

Bake in preheated oven at 355 degrees for 12 to 14 minutes until edges turn golden
brown.

Cool completely on the tray before removing. They will be soft inside and lightly crisp
on the outside.

Enjoy!



What is the Church of the Brethren?

Find out Wednesday Evenings on Zoom

7:00-8:00 p.m.

We will explore what the Church of the Brethren
believes? How does this belief translate into our daily
lives? How does our faith prepare us to live? How can
people of service make a difference in today’s world?

These and many other questions we will begin to
answer through scripture, history and Christ’s
teachings. Join us to explore what it means to be
Church of the Brethren. The dates are May 20, June 3,
and June 17. Please let Pastor Sandy know of your
intention to participate to get the Zoom link.
Let’s explore together!
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Fri May 1, 2026
11am - 3pm CHURCH OFFICE OPEN AM/PM

Sun May 3, 2026
@ 10:15am - 11:15am Worship Service

Mon May 4, 2026

6:30pm - 9pm Troop Spring Court of Honor

Where:Scout House, 2659 Dayton Xenia Rd, Beavercreek, OH 45434
Calendar: troop68.tecumseh@gmail.com

Tue May 5, 2026

6pm - 7pm Webelos Den 13

Where:Scout House, 2659 Dayton Xenia Road Beavercreek,OH,45434
Calendar: https://pack-68.trooptrack.com/troops/COPppMC04eElJmLPzSS7kw/calendar

B 7pm - 8pm Deacons meeting via zoom

Wed May 6, 2026
11am - 3pm CHURCH OFFICE OPEN PM

6pm - 7pm Pack Committee Meeting

Where: Old Scratch - Beavercreek (2450 Dayton Xenia Rd)
Calendar: https://pack-68.trooptrack.com/troops/COPppMC04eElJmLPzSS7kw/calendar

Thu May 7, 2026

6:30pm - 7:30pm Wolf Den 6

Where: Trebein Computer Lab 1145,1728 Dayton Xenia Rd, Xenia,OH,45385
Calendar: https://pack-68.trooptrack.com/troops/COPppMCO04eElIUmLPzSS7kw/calendar

Fri May 8, 2026
11am - 3pm CHURCH OFFICE OPEN AM/PM
Sat May 9, 2026

12pm - 5pm Gavin Grimes Eagle CoH
Calendar: troop68.tecumseh@gmail.com

Sun May 10, 2026
@ 10:15am - 11:15am Worship Service

Mon May 11, 2026

All day Program Week
Mon May 11, 2026 - Fri May 15, 2026
Calendar: mom2finnick@gmail.com

6:30pm - 9pm Weekly Troop Meeting
Where:Scout House, 2659 Dayton Xenia Rd, Beavercreek, OH 45434
Calendar: troop68.tecumseh@gmail.com



Beavercreek Church of Brethren Cub Scout Pack 68 Evergreen, Troop 68 Tecumseh

Tue May 12, 2026

All day Program Week
Mon May 11, 2026 - Fri May 15, 2026
Calendar: mom2finnick@gmail.com

6pm - 7pm Den 7 - Lions (2nd Tuesdays)

Where: Trebein Computer Lab 1145,1728 Dayton Xenia Rd, Xenia,OH 45385
Calendar: hitps://pack-68.trooptrack.com/troops/COPppMC04eEIJmLPzSS7kw/calendar

7pm - 8pm Bear Den 4 Meeting

Where: Scout House, 2659 Dayton Xenia Road,Beavercreek,OH 45434
Calendar: hitps://pack-68.trooptrack.com/troops/COPppMC04eEIJmLPzSST7kw/calendar

Wed May 13, 2026

All day Program Week
Mon May 11, 2026 - Fri May 15, 2026
Calendar: mom2finnick@gmail.com

11am - 3pm CHURCH OFFICE OPEN PM

Thu May 14, 2026

Allday Program Week
Mon May 11, 2026 - Fri May 15, 2026
Calendar: mom2finnick@gmail.com

6pm - 7pm Webelos Den 14 Meeting

Where:Scout House, 2659 Dayton Xenia Road,Beavercreek,OH 45434
Calendar: hitps://pack-68.trooptrack.com/troops/COPppMC04eEIJmLPzSS7kw/calendar

Fri May 15, 2026

Allday Program Week
Mon May 11, 2026 - Fri May 15, 2026
Calendar: mom2finnick@gmail.com

11am - 3pm CHURCH OFFICE OPEN AM/PM

5pm - 6:30pm Troop Campout Departure
Where:Parking Lot / Brethren Hall
Calendar: troop68.tecumseh@gmail.com

5pm - 12am Pack 68 Spring Campout

Where:Camp Hugh Taylor Birch (4057 Swimming Pool Rd, Yellow Springs, OH 45387)
Calendar: hitps://pack-68.trooptrack.com/troops/COPppMC04eEIJmLPzSS7kw/calendar

Sat May 16, 2026

12am - 3pm Pack 68 Spring Campout

Where:Camp Hugh Taylor Birch (4057 Swimming Pool Rd, Yellow Springs, OH 45387)
Calendar: hitps://pack-68.trooptrack.com/troops/COPppMC04eEIJmLPzSS7kw/calendar

Sun May 17, 2026
B 10:15am - 11:15am Worship Service




Beavercreek Church of Brethren Cub Scout Pack 68 Evergreen, Troop 68 Tecumseh
@ 10:30am - 11:30am Mug Dump

12pm - 1:30pm Troop Campout Retum

Where:Parking Lot / Brethren Hall
Calendar: troop68.tecumseh@gmail.com

Mon May 18, 2026

6:30pm - 9pm Weekly Troop Meeting
Where:Scout House, 2659 Dayton Xenia Rd, Beavercreek, OH 45434
Calendar: troop68.tecumseh@gmail.com

Tue May 19, 2026

6pm - 7pm Webelos Den 13

Where: Scout House, 2659 Dayton Xenia Road,Beavercreek,OH, 45434
Calendar: https://pack-68.trooptrack.com/troops/COPppMC04eElIUmLPzSS7kw/calendar

B 7pm - 8pm Board Meeting

7pm - 9pm Patrol Leader Council Meeting

Where:Scout House, 2659 Dayton Xenia Rd, Beavercreek, OH 45434
Calendar: troop68.tecumseh@gmail.com

Wed May 20, 2026
11am - 3pm CHURCH OFFICE OPEN PM

6:30pm - 8pm Pack Meeting

Where:Main Elementary,2942 Dayton Xenia Rd, Dayton, OH 45434
Calendar: https://pack-68.trooptrack.com/troops/COPppMC04eElIUJmLPzSS7kw/calendar

Thu May 21, 2026

All day End of Year Picnic (Brethren Hall)
Thu May 21, 2026 - Fri May 22, 2026
Calendar: mom2finnick@gmail.com

Fn May 22, 2026

All day End of Year Picnic (Brethren Hall)
Thu May 21, 2026 - Fri May 22, 2026
Calendar: mom2finnick@gmail.com

11am - 3pm CHURCH OFFICE OPEN AM/PM

Sat May 23, 2026

9am - 11am Pack Service Project - Memonial Day Flags

Where:Valley View Memorial Gardens (170 N Valley Rd, Xenia, OH 45385)
Calendar: https://pack-68 . trooptrack.com/troops/COPppMC04eElIUmLPzSS7kw/calendar

Sun May 24, 2026
@ 10:15am - 11:15am Worship Service



Beavercreek Church of Brethren Cub Scout Pack 68 Evergreen, Troop 68 Tecumseh

Tue May 26, 2026

¢ Allday Newsletter Deadline
Tue May 26, 2026

6pm - 7pm Den 7 - Lions (4th Tuesdays)

Where: Trebein Computer Lab 1145,1728 Dayton Xenia Rd,Xenia,OH, 45385
- Calendar: https://pack-68.trooptrack.com/troops/COPppMCO04eEIUmLPzSS7kw/calendar

7pm - 8pm Bear Den 4 Meeting

Where: Scout House, 2659 Dayton Xenia Road,Beavercreek,OH, 45434
Calendar: https://pack-68.trooptrack.com/troops/COPppMCO04eEIUmLPzSS7kw/calendar

Wed May 27, 2026
11am - 3pm CHURCH OFFICE OPEN PM
Fri May 29, 2026
11am - 3pm CHURCH OFFICE OPEN AM/PM

Sat May 30, 2026

12pm - 4pm Abigale Callahan Eagle CoH

' Where:Brethren Hall
Calendar: troop68.tecumseh@gmail.com

Sun May 31, 2026
@ 10:15am - 11:15am Worship Service




